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Prelude to the Big One
THhe Pre-Scholastic Achievement
J- Test, or the PSAT, was given early in
the year to juniors who wanted to apply
for scholarships and sophomores who
had a record of achievement. The test
was constructed into two main parts:
math and reading, which were both
timed for 50 minutes. The math consist-
ed of math through geometry, including
problems like finding 'x', completing the
series, and reading graphs. The reading
consisted of English through the equiv-
alent of composition 10. It included
parts such as spelling completing the
sentence, and reading comprehension.
Studying for the PSAT takes a lot of time.
Laura Lewis sneaks in a few minutes of
study between third and fourth period.
The administration of this test to high
school students was a fairly accurate pre-
dictor of the students performance on
the SAT. "I think I will be prepared for
the questions of the SAT," stated Teri
Magilligan. It helped the student decide
what kind of a college to apply to and
what kind of grades to expect in college.
The test also informed the student of his
performance against other classmates.
This was required to apply for any Na-
tional Scholarship.
The test was administered in the audi-
torium early in the morning on Saturday,
October 23. Many students felt this date
damaged their performance on the PSAT
because Homecoming had taken place
the previous night. "I was exhausted
from staying late at the Homecoming
Dance," commented Joelle Godzich,
"but other than that, the test wasn't real-
ly hard." "I didn't get to go to the Home-
coming Dance because of the PSAT,"
added Teri Magilligan.
The test lasted approximately two hours
and proved to be a beneficial experience to
students who participated in it. ?
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